
District Governor Connie Walsh 

As I flipped the calendar over from February to March (yes, I still like a paper wall calendar 
hanging in my office in addition to online calendars!), I felt optimistic that spring is right around 
the corner. As I write this, the day has been extremely windy, rainy, and now snowing.  Even 
with the extended forecast predicting cooler temperatures than normal, we do have hope that  
sunny and warm days are coming our way. In Rotary, the month of March is Water & Sanitation 
Month.  As we grow weary of the snowy and rainy days, we need to keep in mind how precious 
and essential water is to everyone. Clean water, sanitation, and hygiene education are basic necessities for a healthy  
environment and a productive life. Through your support, The Rotary Foundation is bringing hope to many people by 
providing water and sanitation for countless communities close to home and throughout the world. Thank you, District 
6490 Rotarians for your commitment to improving lives.  

Starting in a few weeks, we will be doing a District Matching Points Campaign on all contributions of $100 or more to 
the Annual Fund or Polio Plus. The Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) recognition points you receive from the contribution will 
be matched, moving you up the PHF levels quicker. We will have a limited number of points available, so you don’t 
want to miss this opportunity. Information will be emailed out to all members in the next few weeks about this matching 
points program.  

Rotary International celebrated 118 years on Feb. 23. Our history is outlined on Rotary International’s website along 
with a tremendous amount of other very interesting information on our organization. Rotary started with the vision of 
one man, Paul Harris. The Chicago attorney formed the Rotary Club of Chicago on Feb. 23, 1905, so professionals with 
diverse backgrounds could exchange ideas and form meaningful, lifelong friendships. Paul Harris stated, “Whatever 
Rotary may mean to us, to the world it will be known by the results it achieves.” That commitment endures today 
through an organization that remains truly international. Only 16 years after being founded, Rotary had clubs on six 

continents. During those early years, I wonder 
if our founding members would “Imagine Rota-
ry” as we are now with our members spanning 
the globe, working to solve some of our world’s 
most challenging problems. As Rotary  
International reminds us, diversity strengthens 
our clubs. New members from different groups 
in our communities bring fresh perspectives and 
ideas to our clubs and expand Rotary’s pres-
ence. Please keep this in mind and invite pro-
spective members from all backgrounds to ex-
perience Rotary. I appreciate all of you! Thank 
you for your service to Rotary.  

Blazing Trails Together in Rotary, 

Connie Walsh  
District Governor 2022–23 
Rotary International District 6490 

JULY 2022 

www.rotarydistrict6490.org 



Presidents 

Elect 

(PEs): 

Thank you 

for your 

commit-

ment to 

Rotary and your willing-

ness to serve your Club as 

President in the 2023–

 2024 Rotary year. Serving 

as Club President is one 

of the most important 

roles in Rotary Interna-

tional. Please make plans 

to attend PETS on March 

18 and 19, 2023, to be 

held at the Thelma Keller 

Conference Center in Eff-

ingham. We encourage 

President Elect Nominees 

(PNs) and Assistant Gov-

ernors (AGs) to attend 

also. Training for PEs, 

PNs, and AGs will be all 

day Saturday and half a 

day Sunday. Please plan 

to attend ALL sessions.       

Please note: The featured 

speaker for Sunday’s 

luncheon (March 19) is 

Rotary International Presi-

dent-Elect R. Gordon R. 

McInally! You don’t want 

to miss this rare oppor-

tunity to meet the incom-

ing RI President-Elect and 

to hear an early message 

to Rotarians. 

LOL PETS registration is 

open. Please go to: http://

www.lolpets.org/ to com-

plete registration. For 

Club PEs, your club has 

been assessed your entry 

fee, so you do not need a 

credit card to register.   

Hotel block—Please call 

the hotel’s direct line to 

lock in your room and 

rate. Be sure to ask for the 

“LLP” “Land of Lincoln 

PETS” discount rate. 

Holiday Inn Effingham 

1301 Avenue of Mid 

America 

Effingham, IL, USA 

62401 

Tel: 1-217-540-7777 

Rate: $129 plus taxes and 

fees 

(connected to the Confer-

ence Center)  

Country Inn & Suites 

1200 North Raney 

Effingham, IL, USA 

62401 

Tel: 1-217-540-5555 

Rate: $105 plus taxes and 

fees 

(next door to the Holiday 

Inn) 

Includes complimentary 

breakfast 

Training will be provided 

with exceptional speakers, 

informative workshops, 

detailed district training 

sessions, fellowship, and 

networking. 

Registration Open for 
Land of Lincoln (LOL) 
President Elect  
Training Seminar (PETS) 

http://www.lolpets.org/
http://www.lolpets.org/


Rotary Youth Leadership Workshop 
for Sophomores Announced 

Saturday, April 

1, at Faith 

United Meth-

odist Church, 

1719 S. Pro-

spect Ave. 

Champaign. 

9 a.m. to 1 

p.m; $60 per attendee; may be paid for

by sponsoring Rotary club; more than

one student can be sponsored per club.

The deadline to apply is Friday, March 

17. 

Designed for sophomores who want to 

develop their leadership skills while 

having fun and making friends with 

other sophomores from high schools in 

District 6490. 

Click here to download an application. 

For more information, contact: 

Tanya Walker 

ibtanyawalker@gmail.com 

217-369-4376

Janet Ellis-Nelson 

janetnelson1994@gmail.com 

217-202-3898

Connie Walsh 

cdwalsh@illinois.edu 

217-493-0930

BASEBALL 2023 

CHICAGO CUBS VS. 

ST.LOUIS 

JULY 29 6:15 p.m.

20TH CELEBRATION 

YEAR FOR THE BALL-

GAME 

BUSCH STADIUM – 

ST. LOUIS CARDI-

NALS 

Tickets $60 each 

Order form and 

additional  

information com-

ing soon! 

Rotary 

‘Family Day 

at the  

Ballpark’ 

Welcome to New Members! 

Thank You to Their Sponsors! 
Amy Brown, Champaign 

Wayne Clark, Villa Grove 

Tim Cobert, Bloomington 

Karen Dyer, Vandalia 

Paul Gilbert, Bloomington-Normal Sun-

rise 

Hillary Hines-Holl, Clinton 

Jeremy Semonis, Bloomington-Normal 

Sunrise 

Newsletter 
Submissions 

Submission deadline is the 20th of 

each month for the following 

month’s newsletter.  Submit items for 

future newsletters to Christine Walsh 

via email at cwalsh1974@gmail.com. 

Please begin subject line with 

“ROTARY NEWSLETTER.” 

Like us on Facebook! 

https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/6490/Downloads/0/2022-2023%20Flyers%20and%20Postings/D6490%20Youth%20Workshop%20Application%202023.pdf
mailto:ibtanyawalker@gmail.com
mailto:janetnelson1994@gmail.com
mailto:cdwalsh@illinois.edu
mailto:cwalsh1974@live.com
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryDistrict6490/


Mattoon Rotary Club 
President Tina Stovall 

shared that this year’s 
food drive for the Mat-
toon Community Food 

Center resulted in 9, 
176 pounds of food 
collected and $14,972 

in funds raised. 

Dates To Remember 

March 18–19: Land of Lincoln PETS in Effingham for Districts 6490, 6510, 6580, and 6560  

March 24: Lincoln Rotary Club 100th Celebration and Fundraiser 

April 1: Rotary Youth Workshop, Champaign 

April 2:  Annual District Foundation Appreciation Dinner 

April 29:  District Assembly for Current and Future Club Officers; The Forum at Carle in Urbana 

May 20:  Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) at Richland Community College in Decatur
May 27–May 31:  Rotary International Convention, Melbourne, Australia 

June 25:  District 6490 Installation of Officers, Champaign 

Rotary’s 

Headquarters Again 
Open for Tours 

Rotary Headquarters is once again open for 

tours.  If you happen to be in the Chicago area, 

be sure to keep time in your schedule for a vis-

it.  The building lobby has been redone to recog-

nize Rotary’s humanitarian efforts.  If you de-

cide to visit, you will need to complete a reser-

vation form.   

Free guided tours of One Rotary Center are 

available to groups of up to 6 people, Monday 

through Friday, 09:30 to 11:30 or 13:30 to 

16:00, subject to availability. Please use our tour 

form to reserve a time in advance.  

During the 45-minute tour, you will: 

• Explore Room 711, a reproduction of the

site of the first Rotary club meeting

• Visit the 17th floor where we showcase how

The Rotary Foundation helps our global net-

work turn ideas into action and recognize

our leaders in philanthropy

• Spend time in an interactive exhibit space

that features Rotary's vision, milestones, and

profiles of our leadership

• See the elegant Rotary International Board-

room on the 18th floor with views of the

downtown Chicago skyline

• See the offices of Rotary's senior leaders

After your tour, you can visit the One Rotary 

Center gift shop to purchase a souvenir of your 

visit. 

Food Drive 

Across more than 3,00 concerts, 13 albums, three books, 50 
states, and five continents, Rotary World Peace Fellow David 

LaMotte has gathered a large and loyal community of enthusias-
tic listeners. The Boston Globe writes that his music “pushes the 
envelope with challenging lyrics and unusual tunings, but he also 

pays homage to folk tradition.” 



Bloomington Pub Club members (below)

The Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary Club organized a happy hour for all seven Bloomington-
Normal Rotary Clubs at Rob Dob’s Restaurant & Bar in Bloomington. Lindsey Meister, President 

Nominee from the B-N Sunrise Club came up with the idea. 

President Nate Warren, B-N 
Daybreak, President Blake 
Mier, B-N Sunrise, DG Con-
nie, and President Tara 
Conklin, Bloomington Pub 
Club (above). 

Rob Dob's Restaurant in Bloomington was packed with Rotarians!

Happy Hour 

DGN Mike Martin, PDG Julie 
Dobski & DG Connie Walsh



Katherine Turner, founder, Baja Bridges, 

and member of Baja Mar Rotary Club, 

Mexico, visited the Feb. 15 meeting of the 

Rotary Club of Mattoon to recognize the 

efforts of Mike Martin, club member and 

Rotary International District 6490 (D6490) 

Governor Nominee. With Mike’s ongoing 

support for Baja Bridges’ international 

service and his local leadership, thousands 

of high-quality ready-to-eat meals have 

been flown from District 6490 to Turkey 

to aid in earthquake relief efforts. Local 

communities throughout D6490 are also 

benefitting from receiving thousands of 

meals to distribute to individuals in need 

through local food pantries and shelters. 

The meals require no refrigeration or heat-

ing and consist of a main course and des-

sert, along with eating utensils.  

This international and local project began 

when Katherine contacted Mike to inform 

him that Baja Bridges* had secured more 

than 120,000 meals to distribute in areas in 

need. Mike spoke with David Fowler, 

Foundation President for the Rotary Club 

of Springfield, a Baja Bridges Partner, and 

then contacted the presidents of all D6490 

clubs, asking them to identify opportuni-

ties for distribution within their communi-

ties—and D6490 clubs stood up! Mike shared that he 

was delightfully overwhelmed by the responses he re-

ceived! He noted once all of the requests received from 

D6490 Clubs are fulfilled, including communities near  

Bloomington-Normal, Champaign-Urbana, Charleston, 

Danville, Effingham, Mattoon, and Paris, the remaining 

meals will be distributed by the Midwest Food Bank, 

Bloomington-Normal, who is transporting the meals 

from Arizona to Illinois. Through this collaborative 

project, local Rotarians are helping to address a critical 

need for individuals and communities more than 6,000 

miles away in Turkey; and simultaneously addressing a 

critical need for individuals and communities right here 

at home.  

*Baja Bridges is a network of volunteers in the Northern

United States who serve a mission “To support the ser-

vices provided by educational institutions, medical per-

sonnel, and fire professionals in Baja, Mexico.”

Mike Martin, Mattoon Rotary Club member and Rotary Interna-
tional District 6490 Governor Nominee; Tina Stovall, President, 

Mattoon Rotary Club; Katherine Turner, founder, Baja Bridges 
and Baja Mar Rotary Club Member; and Janet Grove, President-
Elect, Mattoon Rotary Club. 

Ready-to-Eat Meals Being Distributed to 

Turkish Earthquake Victims 

Jeni Hanson (Midwest Food Bank); Katherine Turner (Baja Bridges); Mike Martin 
(District Governor Nominee); and Julie Dobski Past District Governor and District 

Public Image Chair. 



Polio Statistics  
(As of March 1) 

Wild Polio Virus Summary:  

New wild poliovirus isolates reported this week: 

Acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases: 0 

Environment: 0 

Others: 0  

New circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPV) 

isolates reported this week: 

AFP cases: 27 

Environment: 7 

Others:  3 

Headlines: 

• The European Polio Conference will be held on

May 25–27 in Nancy, France. Organized by  

Polio-France in cooperation with the European Polio 

Union (EPU), the conference is aimed at people with 

polio and post-polio syndrome from all over the world, 

as well as health professionals concerned with the 

management of polio and post-polio syndrome. Regis-

tration details and further information available here. 

• The United Nations Foundation has released a new

report, “Leveraging CSO Contributions to Advance

Polio Transition and Integration Efforts in the African

Region”. The report highlights the critical role

of civil society in

advancing polio

transition and

integration efforts

in Africa and out-

lines key recom-

mendations for

how to expand

and enhance the

contributions

of civil society to

this crucial work.

Summary of new 

polioviruses this 

week: 

• Algeria: 2

cVDPV2 positive

environmental

samples

• Benin: 1

cVDPV2 case

• Botswana: w

cVDPV2 positive

environmental samples 

• Cameroon: 1 cVDPV2 case

• Congo: 1 cVDPV1 case

• DRC: 13 cVDPV1 cases, 8 cVDPV2 cases, and 1

cVDPV2 positive environmental sample

• Malawi: 1 cVDPV2 positive environmental sample

• Mali: 1 cVDPV2 case

• Somalia: 1 cVDPV2 case and 1 positive environmental

sample

• Yemen: 1 cVDPV2 case

Afghanistan: 

No wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported this 

week. There have been 2 cases in 2022. 

Officially reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of Feb. 

21 

Total global WPV1 cases in 2023: 0 (compared with 1 for 

the same period in 2022) 

Total global WPV1 cases in 2022: 30 

cVDPV cases 

Total global cVDPV cases in 2023: 4 (compared with 4 for 

the same period in 2022) 

Total global cVDPV cases in 2022: 749 

https://www.polio-france.org/european-polio-conference-nancy-2023/


The 
club 

also 
donat-
ed 

$5,000 
to the 
Bloom-

ington 
Public 
Library 

expan-
sion 
project. 

There 
are several other Rotary groups donating money so that the library will dedicate 
a room in Rotary’s honor. The speakers were Jeanne Hamilton and Past Sunrise President Rhonda Massie, the director and the mar-

keting manager at Bloomington Public Library (BPL), respectively. They shared information about the BPL expansion and renovation. 

Bloomington-
Normal Sunrise 

Rotary recently had 
a packed house for 
its weekly meeting. 

Pictured at left is 
Peggy Hardy during 
her trip to Kenya to 

distribute pads and 
see new sewing 
projects with stu-

dents. 

Club Hears About Africa Trip, Makes Library Donation 



The Charleston Rota-

ry Club’s fifth Tues-
day fellowship at 
Ike’s in Charleston 

featured the much-
anticipated annual 
Connect 4 tourna-

ment. Club President 
Jay Gatrell (bottom 
left) welcomed every-

one for food, drinks, 
and good  company. 
Last year’s champi-

on, Donna Karbas-
sioon, was defeated 
in a quick round by 

Todd Vilardo’s speed
-play  strategy

(bottom right). Vi-
lardo’s victorious
strategy backfired,

however, as a shoulder strain 
immediately placed him on the 
injured reserve list. His replace-

ment, RYE inbound student Tun, 
advanced to the championship 
match, which was an intensively 

agonizing, deliberative duel with 
Jim Littleford. Upon the penulti-
mate piece placement,  Tun rec-

ognized defeat, and Littleford was 
crowned the new Connect 4 
Champion (center left).  

Connect 
4  
Tourney 



Michelle Gonzales 
of Urbana Rotary
reading a book to 
children.

The theme was, “Reading 
is a Super Power!” 

Champaign Rotarians: 
Pam Karlstrom, Janet Ellis-
Nelson, and Pat Kovar 
enjoyed playing Super 
Heroes!).  

Champaign County Rotarians sponsored Read Across 
America at Lincoln Square Mall in Urbana on March 4 
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